
                               Making decisions 

We can be sure that The Lord 

loves us and as we constantly 

decide to do His will, so He will 

bless us and cause us to be 

fruitful.  

 

In this short study we will look at 

scriptures related to making 

decisions, to strengthen us in our 

faith and ability to choose.  

 

We will look not just at the big 

decisions in life but also how to make small day to day choices. 

 

General principles in decision making: 

"For I know the plans I have for 

you," declares the LORD, 

"plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future." Jeremiah 

29:11. 

God is our Father and we can confidently 

place ourselves into His loving care. He 

only has our good in mind. This verse was 

written when times were very hard. When 

we are facing difficulties is when we 

especially need to draw near to God. 

Your word is a lamp to 

my feet and a light for 

my path. Psalm 119:105 

The first way we can be guided is by reading His 

Word daily. His word is a light that will enable us 

to see the right pathway in our daily walk. 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart;  

do not depend on your own understanding.  

Seek his will in all you do,  

and he will show you which path to take. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

This verse speaks for itself. As 

we trust Him rather than our 

own understanding and seek 

His will, He will guide us and 

show us which path to take. 

Without faith it is impossible to please 

God, because anyone who comes to 

Faith is believing and trusting. As 

we pray to Him, so our faith 



him must believe that he exists and 

that he rewards those who earnestly 

seek him. Hebrews 11:6 

increases. God always rewards 

those who genuinely seek Him, 

wanting His will above their own. 

13 
“Enter through the narrow gate. For 

wide is the gate and broad is the road 

that leads to destruction, and many 

enter through it. 
14 

But small is the 

gate and narrow the road that leads to 

life, and only a few find it.  

Matt 7:13-14 

Choosing the Lord’s way often 

means rejecting the way of the 

majority. We will only be fulfilled and 

happy if we choose His way; we will 

eventually be destroyed if we follow 

the crowd without seeking the Lord. 

Plans fail for lack of 

counsel, but with many 

advisers they succeed. 

Proverbs 15:22 

It’s crucial that in the big decisions we ask 

advice. But we shouldn’t choose people who will 

agree with us but rather those who we believe 

God has given us to watch over our lives.. 

And we know that in all 

things God works for the 

good of those who love 

him, who have been 

called according to his 

purpose. Romans 8:28 

This well known verse gives us comfort that 

everything that happens to us, good and bad, 

works together for good for us. God’s first plan 

for us is that we become like His Son Jesus 

Christ. As Christ suffered, so we also need to 

suffer to become like Him.  

A double minded man is 

unstable in all his ways.  

James 1:8 

Keep your life simple – have one main 

goal, the one you believe God wants you to 

have. Serve His will and not your own. 

 
Making life’s big decisions – church, companions, partner, etc. 

We are no longer to be 
children, tossed here and 
there by waves and carried 
about by every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of 
men, by craftiness in 
deceitful scheming; 
Ephesians 4:14 

How do we choose which church to belong to? 
Knowing the Bible is the best way of protecting 
ourselves from being deceived. The 
characteristic of a good church is one full of 
love for God and each other. It is also full of 
joy and peace and one that practices thorough 
Bible teaching, thanks, praise, worship and 
good works. It should also be a church that 
reaches out to its locality. 

One of those days Jesus went out When we have big decisions to make, 



to a mountainside to pray, and 
spent the night praying to God. 
When morning came, he called his 
disciples to him and chose twelve 
of them, whom he also designated 
apostles.  Luke 6:12,13 

praying intensely is important. Here 
Jesus was choosing those who were 
to be His key workers. We should also 
pray about who our main companions 
are to be, choosing those who the Lord 
wants us to be with. 

Then they prayed, “Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart. Show us which 
of these two you have chosen 
....Then they cast lots, and the lot 
fell to Matthias; so he was added 
to the eleven apostles.  
Acts 1:24,26 

Over 30 times in the Bible it mentions 
casting lots. Having prayed, fasted, 
consulted leaders and thought through 
a decision if we still can’t decide then 
it’s quite acceptable to use this method 
of deciding between two equally 
plausible alternatives.  

Now to the unmarried and the 
widows I say: It is good for them to 
stay unmarried, as I am. 1 Cor 7:8 

Paul encourages singleness as it 
helps us to serve the Lord with 
single mindedness. 

He who finds a wife finds what is 
good and receives favour from the 
LORD.  Prov. 18:22 

God created woman as the ideal 
companion for a man, to be with him 
and be his helper. 

A woman is bound to her husband 
as long as he lives. But if her 
husband dies, she is free to marry 
anyone she wishes, but he must 
belong to the Lord. 1 Cor 7:39 

If we marry then it should be “in the 
Lord”, i.e. to a believer. After that, 
that the choice of who to marry is 
down to the person wanting to get 
married. 

 
 
Daily decisions – what does the Lord want me to do today? 

We are God's workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do.  
Ephsians 2:10 

God had prepared things for us to do 
today. As we spend time in prayer 
seeking Him and walk with Him all day 
long, so He will guide our footsteps 
during the day. 

“.......well known for her good deeds, 
such as bringing up children, showing 
hospitality, washing the feet of the 
saints, helping those in trouble and 
devoting herself to all kinds of good 
deeds. 1 Tim 5:10 

This description of a Christian 
widow shows the kind of things God 
expects of us, and can be summed 
up in serving the Body of Christ and 
those around. 

“...Command them to do good, to 
be rich in good deeds, and to be 
generous and willing to share.” 

This command is for rich people, who 
like the widows should be full of good 
deeds. 



““You are the light of the world. ....Let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 5:16 

Again, it’s good deeds 
that Jesus commands us 
to do.  

 
CONCLUSION: 
Generally if we live a life of fellowship with Jesus, focussing on loving 
Him and loving His people and those around us, our heart will guide us 
in the day to day decisions as we react to what is going on around us. 
For life’s big decisions however, we need to take time and follow the 
principles outlined above.  
 
Finally at the end of Mark’s gospel Jesus says: "Go into all the world 
and preach the Good News to everyone.” Mk 16:15. If we are full of love 
and good works we can expect others to ask what motivates us. We 
should “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect” 1 Peter 3:15. May the Lord grant us the 
commitment to live for Him and to bear much fruit to His Glory! 
 

The starfish story: 
One day a man was walking along the beach when he noticed 
 a boy picking something up and gently throwing it into the ocean.  

Approaching the boy, he asked, “What 
are you doing?” 
The youth replied, “Throwing starfish 
back into the ocean.   
The surf is up and the tide is going out.  
If I don’t throw them back, they’ll die.” 
“Son,” the man said, “don’t you realize 
there are miles and miles of beach and 
hundreds of starfish?   
You can’t make a difference!” 
After listening politely, the boy bent 
down, picked up another starfish,  

and threw it back into the surf.  Then, smiling at the man, he said… 
“I made a difference for that one.”                          
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